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Este capítulo se trata de ______. 

Un detalle de ______ es ______. 

Otro detalle importante es ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Activar el conocimiento previo Guías de discusión                                Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Faster ______ on the river probably meant that ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Before reading discussion prompt                                                         Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

The setting is ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 During reading discussion prompt                                                         Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

I learned that ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 During reading discussion prompt                                                         Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

People communicated by ______.

Charlie’s life is different than mine in that ______.

Charlie’s life is similar to mine in that both of us ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Check for understanding discussion prompt                                         Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

A historical fact in Chapter ______ is ______.
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Mr. Finch ______ because ______.

Charlie had to sneak on to the ______ because ______.

I was ______ that Charlie didn’t find his uncle because ______.
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Charlie had ______ about ______ because ______.
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I think that ______.
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To help me imagine Charlie’s life the author ______.
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In Spanish you say ______, but in English you ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Language connections discussion prompt                                         Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Agree/Disagree: I agree/disagree with ______ because ______.

Clarify: What do you mean by ______?

Predict: I predict that ______ because ______.

Summarize: The author is really saying ______.

To sum it up, ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Listening and speaking discussion prompt                                        Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.



Aprendí que ______. 

Pienso que ______.
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This chapter is about ______. 

An important detail about the ______ is ______. 

Another important detail is ______.
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La transportación más rápida, como ______ de ______ en los ríos 

probablemente cambió ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Antes de la lectura Guías de discusión                                                  Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

El escenario es ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Durante la lectura Guías de discusión                                                  Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Aprendí que ______.
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La gente se comunicaba a través de ______.

La vida de Charlie es diferente a la mía porque ______.

La vida de Charlie es similar a la mía porque ______.
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Un hecho histórico en el capítulo ______ es ______.
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El Sr. Finch ______ porque ______.

Charlie tuvo que esconderse en el ______ porque ______.

Me ______ que Charlie no encontrara a su tío porque ______.

PVR Advanced Biliteracy Set 5 Verificar la comprensión Guías de discusión                                Biliteracy para todos © 2022–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Charlie tenía ______ acerca de ______ porque ______.
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Pienso que ______.
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La ______ me ayudaron a imaginar la vida de Charlie ______.
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En inglés se dice ______, pero en español se dice ______.
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De acuerdo/ en desacuerdo: Estoy ______ con ______ 

porque ______.

Clarificar: ¿Qué quieres decir con eso?

Predecir: Yo predigo que ______ porque ______.

Resumir: Lo que la autora quiere decir es ______. 

En resumen, ______.
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I learned that ______. 

I feel ______.
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Lesson Plans

Content vocabulary

Reading strategies
The Mighty Mississippi  

River Boy

bdote  Cahokia  cargo  ceremonies  
channel  course  crops  Dakota  dams  
dredging  fertile  Gulf of Mexico  Illinois 
Confederation  irrigate  Lake Itasca  levees  
Mississippians  navigate  population  
resources  sacred  steamboat  trade  treaties 
watershed

In the early days of the paddleboat era 
on the Mississippi River, Charlie dreams 
of becoming a paddleboat pilot, like his 
elusive uncle. In his quest to follow his 
dream, Charlie gives up the familiar life he 
knows and embarks on an adventure.
Running words: 2,729 
Text type: Historical narrative 

The Mighty Mississippi outlines the history 
of this important river, from the grand 
cities built by the ancient Mississippians, 
to how the steamboat era helped the 
growth of North America. Find out about 
the river today and how we can protect it.
Running words: 2,108 
Text type: Report

Advanced Fluent 
reading stage

Level R (40)

Correlations with Standards

Reading: Literature
Compare and contrast the point of view from which
different stories are narrated, including the difference
between first- and third-person narrations.
Reading: Informational text
Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively, and explain how the information contributes 
to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Reading: Foundational skills
Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences,
syllabication patterns, and morphology to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.
Speaking and listening
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English
and situations where informal discourse is appropriate; use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language
Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Literary language
Adjectives: crisp  fertile  first-class  glistening  heartfelt  
treacherous  unreliable
Figurative language: a dangerous beast  as dark as 
night  heart sank  like a flooded river breaking its banks  
like a leaf in the wind 
Words related to setting: cargo  deckhands  dock  
Natchez  navigated  paddleboat pilot  pilothouse  port  
stowaways  wharf
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Name/s: Name/s: 

•  Searching for information in a variety of graphics 
(photos, illustrations, captions, maps)

•  Identifying the historical facts within a narrative

Search the graphics in the book for information. Record what you find out. Search for facts about the historical setting. Write notes under the headings.

Graphic Page number What information does it contain?

Map

Illustration

Photograph

The Mississippi River – 
What was it like? What was it used for?

Lifestyle – 
What was life like? Communication? 
Schooling? Work?

Transporting 
goods –  
How was this done?

Paddleboats – 
What were they like?  
Positives and  
negatives?  
People’s thoughts?

General information – 
What else have you learned about 

this time and place?

FS US LP G4 Mighty Mississippi River Boy.indd   1-3FS US LP G4 Mighty Mississippi River Boy.indd   1-3 3/8/21   3:10 pm3/8/21   3:10 pm

Vista Previa-View-Repaso Set 5 Lenguaje de enfoque: Inglés  
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Lesson Plans

Content vocabulary

Reading strategies
El majestuoso río Mississipi

El niño y el río

barco de vapor  bidote  Cahokia  canal  carga 
ceremonias  comercio  Confederación de 
Illinois  cuenca  cultivos  curso  dakota  
diques dragado  fértil  golfo de México
intercambiar  lago  Itasca  mercancía  
navegar  población  presas recursos  regar  
sagrado  tratados

En la era del barco de vapor del río 
Mississippi, Charlie sueña en convertirse 
en piloto de barco de vapor, como su tío. 
Buscando cumplir sus sueños, Charlie 
abandona la vida familiar que conoce y se 
embarca en una aventura.
Running words: 2,683 
Text type: Historical narrative 

El majestuoso río Mississippi resume la 
historia de este río tan importante, desde 
las grandiosas ciudades construidas por    
bitantes del área, hasta cómo la era del 
barco de vapor ayudó al crecimiento de 
Norteamérica. 
Running words: 2,285 
Text type: Report

Advanced Fluent 
reading stage

Level R (40)

Correlations with Standards

Reading: Literature
Compare and contrast the point of view from which
different stories are narrated, including the difference
between first- and third-person narrations.
Reading: Informational text
Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively, and explain how the information contributes 
to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Reading: Foundational skills
Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences,
syllabication patterns, and morphology to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.
Speaking and listening
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English
and situations where informal discourse is appropriate; use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language
Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Literary language
Adjetivos: de primera despejada  fértil  poco fiables 
reluciente  sincera  traicioneras
Lenguaje figurado: como hoja al viento  como si fuera 
un río desbordado oscuro  como si fuera de noche se le 
estrujó el corazón una bestia peligrosa
Palabras relacionadas al escenario: barco de vapor/
barco de vapor de rueda  de paletas cabina  del piloto 
cargamento/mercancía  embarcadero  marineros
muelle  Natchez  navegar  piloto  polizones  puerto

Organizador gráfico 1: Gráficos fantásticos Organizador gráfico: Compilador de datos

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans El majestuoso río Mississipi/El niño y el río  © 2021 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Nombre/s: Nombre/s: 

•  Searching for information in a variety of graphics 
(photos, illustrations, captions, maps)

•  Identifying the historical facts within a narrative

Busca información en los gráficos del libro y anota lo que encuentres. Busca datos del escenario histórico. Escribe tus notas debajo de cada encabezado.

Gráfico Número 
de página ¿Qué información contiene?

Mapa

Ilustración

Fotografía

Río Mississippi – 
¿Cómo era? ¿Para qué se usaba?

Estilo de vida – 
¿Cómo era la vida? ¿La comunicación? 
¿La educación? ¿El trabajo?  

Transportación 
de productos – 
¿Cómo se hacía?

Barcos de vapor 
de rueda –  
¿Cómo eran? 
¿Cosas positivas 
y negativas? ¿Qué 
pensaba la gente?

Información general – 
¿Qué más aprendiste sobre esa 
época y ese lugar?
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Despegando hacia la lectura  El niño y el río © 2015–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd�

Assessing Reading: Decoding, Comprehension, Fluency�
This assessment is designed to be used with texts that students have studied in class.

El niño y el río  Grade 4

Read the title to the student. Ask the student to read the text. Mark the decoding errors on this 
transcript. Write the total number of errors on each page. 

Student name:		  Date:

Page Text
Number of  

decoding errors
Comments on 

decoding errors

4 —Ahí viene —anunció Charlie mientras bajaba 

corriendo por el sendero hacia el puerto. 

—¡Espérame! —le gritó Annie, al tiempo que 

se impulsaba con sus piernas de seis años lo más 

rápido que podía. De cara al sol, Charlie y Annie 

entrecerraron los ojos al acercarse el gran barco 

de vapor. Se movía con elegancia, las paletas de la 

rueda batiendo el agua reluciente. 

—Un día seré piloto de un barco de vapor —expresó 

Charlie su sueño en voz alta —, como el tío Archie. 

—¿Quién es el tío Archie? —preguntó Annie, 

mirándolo.

—Es mi tío, y es piloto de barcos de vapor por todo 

el Mississippi —dijo Charlie con orgullo—. Cuando 

sea más grande, yo también seré piloto de uno.

5 —¡Caray! —dijo Annie asombrada—. Tienes doce 

años, ¿eres ya lo suficientemente grande? 

—Casi —dijo Charlie, pensativo. Observaron el 

barco anclar en el muelle y a los marineros 

�descargar  la mercancía. De pronto, Charlie sintió 
150 words

un cambio en el aire. Se acercaba una tormenta.

Total



Despegando hacia la lectura  El niño y el río © 2015–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd�

Analyzing Reading�
El niño y el río  Grade 4

Student name:		  Date:

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, use the 

comprehension questions below.

  �¿Qué quiere ser Charlie cuando sea mayor? 

(Literal)

  ��¿Por qué tenía Charlie emociones encontradas al 

dejar a la familia Finch? (Inferential)

  �¿Qué hicieron la autora y el ilustrador para 

ayudarnos a imaginar la vida de Charlie?  

(Critical)                                                  __/3

Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate

  Uses appropriate phrasing 

  Reads expressively

  Attends to punctuation                            __/4

Planning the next step

Focus What the student needs to learn next�

Decoding

Comprehension

Fluency

Content 
vocabulary

Accuracy score

WR − DE × 100  =  __ %

WR: Words Read  
DE: Decoding Errors

WR

Decoding accuracy

Decoding 
errors

% Difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 98

4 97

5 96

6 96

7 95 Instructional

8 95

9 94

10 93

11 93

12 92

13 91

14 91

15 + 90 or less Hard



Flying Start to Literacy  River Boy © 2015–2025 EC Licensing Pty Ltd�

Assessing Reading: Decoding, Comprehension, Fluency�
This assessment is designed to be used with texts that students have studied in class.

River Boy  Grade 4

Read the title to the student. Ask the student to read the text. Mark the decoding errors on this 
transcript. Write the total number of errors on each page. 

Student name:		  Date:

Page Text
Number of  

decoding errors
Comments on 

decoding errors

4 “Here it comes,” Charlie called out as he ran down 

the track to the port. 

“Wait for me!” yelled Annie, as she pumped her 

six year-old legs as fast as she could. 

Charlie and Annie squinted into the sun as the large 

paddleboat drew closer. The graceful boat chugged 

along with its side paddle churning through the 

glistening water. 

“One day, I’ll be a paddleboat pilot.” Charlie put his 

dream into words. “Just like Uncle Archie.” 

“Who’s Uncle Archie?” asked Annie, looking up 

at Charlie. 

“He’s my uncle, and he drives paddleboats up and 

down the Mississippi,” Charlie said proudly. “And 

when I’m old enough, I’ll drive a paddleboat, too.”

5 “Wow!” Annie was impressed. “You’re 12 now. 

Is that old enough?” 

“Almost,” said Charlie thoughtfully. 

They watched as the paddleboat stopped at the 

dock, and the deckhands unloaded its cargo. 

Suddenly, Charlie felt a change in the air. A storm 

�was  on the way.   
150 words

Total
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Analyzing Reading�
River Boy  Grade 4  

Student name:		  Date:

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, use the 

comprehension questions below.

  �What does Charlie want to be when he grows up? 

(Literal)

  �Why did Charlie have mixed emotions about 

leaving the Finch family? (Inferential)

  �What did the author and illustrator do to help you 

feel like you could imagine Charlie’s life? 

 (Critical)                                                      __/3

Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate

  Uses appropriate phrasing 

  Reads expressively

  Attends to punctuation                            __/4

Planning the next step

Focus What the student needs to learn next�

Decoding

Comprehension

Fluency

Content 
vocabulary

Accuracy score

WR − DE × 100  =  __ %

WR: Words Read  
DE: Decoding Errors

WR

Decoding accuracy

Decoding 
errors

% Difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 98

4 97

5 96

6 96

7 95 Instructional

8 95

9 94

10 93

11 93

12 92

13 91

14 91

15 + 90 or less Hard




